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England remains the favourite destination 
of international students after the much larger 









































In many respects higher education represents 































































































































































































































































































































































































1	Standing together: universities helping 
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Universities have become more proactive 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































International students are important not just for financial 
reasons, but because their presence enriches universities 
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There is a political consensus that higher education 


































































































































































































































































education	has	never	been	more	important.	Do you think 










DE:	Are we investing sufficiently in higher education 
















from	different	sources.	Do we think the challenge 
therefore will be to those who lead systems to 
change the systems? Or to challenge universities 


























What do you hope will be the headlines in the 
proposed White Paper in terms of the future shape 















































So	there	is	a	profound	policy	question:	if you just 
run a demand-led system, who shapes that 
demand? And on what kind of knowledge do 
they determine choices? 
MW:	It’s	the	experience	they	got	of	science	at	school	 
when	they	were	12	and	13	that	determines	their	choices.	 
DE:	Looking forward over the next decade do we 
think the nature of the student experience is going to 
change substantially? Will the university in 2020 look 
































































DE:	Are we saying that that universities 
should discover, translate and exploit? Or is 
there rather a complicated interface between 
universities and the research base, those that 
are going to invest in the exploitation of ideas 
























mean.	Are we going to have to rethink our 
fundamental assumptions about the funding 






















What do you think are going to be the major trends 
in the next decade which will reshape higher 
education in England? 
MW:	Countries	such	as	China,	India	and	Brazil	will	 
provide	very	significant	competition.	And	the	historical	 
model	of	students	coming	to	the	UK	(and	possibly		 
also	the	United	States)	will	be	challenged.	 
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JB:	Added	to	that,	nobody	believes	that	online	and	 
distance	learning	is	a	cheap	option,	but	nevertheless		 
it	is	a	viable	option	to	extending	higher	education.	 
MW:Other	important	trends	are	to	do	with	global	 
threats.	…	universities	need	to	look	to	whether	they		 
have	a	more	philanthropic	role	with	respect	to	the	 
poorest	countries	of	the	world.	There	is	an	increased	 
interest	amongst	the	students	in	what	is	going	on	in		 
the	developing	world.	 
DE:	There	is	a	lot	of	innovation	in	the	US	system,	there		 
is	public	and	private	provision.	But	then	look	at	what		 
the	students	who	are	prepared	to	invest	most	in	their	 
higher	education	seek	to	buy.	They	buy	something	quite	 
traditional:	higher	education	delivered	in	a	particular	 
location,	with	a	lot	of	personal	tuition	and	access	to		 
the	best	teachers	and	the	best	scholars.	Now	if		 
American	models	are	the	future,	then	the	future	looks		 
as	if	it’s	about	differential	access	to	very	high	quality	 
higher	education.	And	to	that	to	some	extent	runs	 
counter	to	many	of	the	trends	in	the	UK	over	the		 
last	generation.	It	seems	to	me	there	are	two	responses	 
to	that.	One	is	to	say	that	those	who	are	prepared	to	 
invest	most	will	always	be	able	to	buy	the	premium	 
product	and	we	shouldn’t	worry	too	much	about	that.	 
The	other	is	to	say	we	need	to	remake	and	to	reshape	 
higher	education	to	drive	a	reasonable	degree	of	equity	 
into	higher	education	provision.	 
JB:	There	is	a	much	more	flexible	view	of	higher	 
education.	Yes	okay	US	retention	rates	are	not		 
anywhere	near	ours,	but	their	participation	rates	are	 
much	higher.	The	GDP	invested	is	similarly	higher.		 
There	are	interesting	things	to	learn	from	American		 
higher	education,	but	for	me	they	would	be	about	 
access,	rather	than	about	exclusivity.	 
One	of	the	things	that	we	can	stop	doing	is		 
denigrating	the	local.	Students	choose	to	stay		 
at	home	for	a	variety	of	reasons.	So	we	need	to		 
say	that	the	students	who	choose	to	study	down		 
the	road	are	making	as	interesting	and	valid	and		 
empowering	a	choice	as	those	who	move	away		 
and	go	to	an	institution	for	other	reasons.	 
MW:	We	need	to	be	looking	around	the	world	at	different	 
models	all	the	time,	recognising	that	the	social	context	 
may	be	different	but	also	recognising	that	we	shouldn’t	 
repeat	the	failed	experiments	of	others	and	should	be	 
able	to	build	on	the	successful	experiments	in	other		 
parts	of	the	world.	 
Participants	in	the	discussion	were,		 
Professor	Janet	Beer,	Vice-Chancellor		 
of	Oxford	Brookes	University,	Ed	Smith,		 
a	former	global	partner	in	PWC	and		 
a	board	member	of	HEFCE,	and		 
Sir	Mark	Walport,	Director	of	the		 
Wellcome	Trust.	The	discussion	was		 
chaired	by	Professor	David	Eastwood,		 
Chief	Executive	of	the	Higher	Education	 
Funding	Council	for	England. 
A	transcription	of	the	complete		 
discussion	and	video	highlights	are		 
on	the	HEFCE	web-site. 
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